
Old Dominion Eye 
Foundation (ODEF) Medical 
Director Donna Brown, M.D., 
enjoys caring for those less 
fortunate.  For the past several 
years she has participated in a 
medical mission trip to St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines.  
During the week long trip she 
and several other Richmond -
area physicians work tirelessly 
to provide medical care to 
those less fortunate on the 
island. 

Dr. Brown was particularly 
concerned about a patient that 
returned to the eye clinic three 
years in a row..  Mr. Charles 
Cadman had no vision in his 
right eye and could only see 
light in his left.  Although he 
could not tell Dr. Brown what 
caused his vision loss, she 
suspected trauma or a prior 
infection.  Dr. Brown knew a 
corneal transplant could help 

restore some vision to Charles.  
However, she was hesitant to 
operate on him because there 
was no post -operative follow 
up available. 

 Prior to leaving for her 
mission trip this January she 
spoke with a Cuban 
ophthalmologist who was 
planning on 
practicing on the 
island for two 
years and felt he  
could follow the 
patient after a 
transplant.  She 
immediately 
contacted ODEF 
to see if there 
was tissue that 
could be donated 
for Charles’ 
surgery.  Dr. Brown was able to 
take tissue with her and 
Charles received a cornea 
transplant on January 23, 2006.  

Fortunately, the patient was 
able to have immediate 
results.  “Charles walked into 
the clinic for  surgery using a 
cane because his vision was 
so bad.  He left without his 
cane!” said Dr. Brown.  She 
will be able to evaluate his 
progress when she returns to 
the islands next February. 
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ODEF Statistics 
July 1, 2005— 
June 30, 2006 

 
•  584 Corneas 

provided for transplant 

• 255 Whole eyes 
dedicated for research 
and education 
projects 

• 56 Percent of tissue 
used for transplant 

• 6260 Referrals 
screened by ODEF 
staff 
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Charles Cadman after the transplant 
performed by Dr. Donna Brown during a 
mission trip to St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines. 

Corneal recipient, Caleb Carter (9), throws out the ceremonial first pitch during Donate 
Life Day at The Diamond June 4, 2006. 

Donate Life Day at The Diamond 
ODEF, LifeNet, the United 

Network for Organ Sharing, 
and the Coalition on Donation 
sponsored Donate Life Day at 
The Diamond, home of the 
Richmond Braves.   

On June 4, 2006, donor 
families, recipients and 
transplant professionals  
joined to help educate game 

attendees on the benefits of 
organ, tissue, and eye 
donation.  Team Donate Life 
had the opportunity to join 
players on the field for the 
ceremonial first pitch and 
game attendees were given 
the opportunity to sign up to 
be a donor. 
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Patricia Wilkinson was used 
to depending on others.  Her 
extremely blurred vision made it 
impossible for her to read 
unassisted.  “I had to carry a 
magnifying glass everywhere I 
went,” said Mrs. Wilkinson.  She 
was diagnosed with Fuch’s 
Dystrophy, an inherited eye 
disease that affects both 
corneas causing them to swell 
and distort vision. 

Most Fuch’s patients will 
eventually end up needing a 
corneal transplant to restore 
their vision.  Patricia was no 
different.  However, she was 
surprised to learn from her 
surgeon, Dr. Garth Stevens, that 
she was a perfect candidate for 
a new procedure called deep 
lamellar endothelial keratoplasty 
or DLEK.  DLEK is designed to 
replace only the endothelium 
without disturbing the corneal 

surface as opposed to a full 
thickness corneal transplant. 

The greatest benefit of the 
DLEK is that the surgery does 
not change the cornea’s 
topography, virtually eliminating 
surgery induced astigmatism, a 
common occurrence after a full 
thickness graft.  Also, not having 
to use sutures means there is 
less chance for infection and the 
eye is able to heal much more 
quickly. 

 Patricia thinks DLEK was a 
great choice for her, “There was 
a little pain the first night but it 
was gone as soon as the patch 
was removed the next day.”  The 
vision improvement was 
apparent almost immediately.  
Within a week she noticed a 
definite improvement.  “At my 2 
week appointment Dr. Stevens 
told me I was seeing better than 

I should be,” 
boasts Mrs. 
Wilkinson.  She 
now has 20/20 
vision in both 
eyes. 

 For 
anyone 
considering the 
DLEK 
procedure, 
Patricia advises, “Talk to your 
doctor about your options.  Do 
not believe all of the hearsay or 
information you read on the 
internet.”  She also has not 
forgotten where the corneal 
tissue came from.  “It is a 
wonderful thing that my donors’ 
families could follow through 
with their loved ones’ wishes.  
This has been such a miracle to 
me; the difference in my vision is 
remarkable.” 

DLEK Restores Patient’s Vision to 20/20 

Bilateral  corneal recipient Patricia 
Wilkinson now sees with 20/20 
vision. 
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ODEF Inducts 2006—2007 Board of Directors 
Old Dominion Eye 

Foundation held its Annual 
Meeting July 19, 2006 at the 
Jefferson Hotel in Richmond, 
Virginia.  The meeting featured 
presentations from the ODEF 
staff on the eye bank’s activities 
throughout the year.  Dinner was 
followed by an awards 
presentation and an induction of 
the 2006-2007 Executive 
Committee.   

Donna D. Brown, M.D. , a 
member of the prestigious 
Cornea Society was selected as 
ODEF’s new Medical Director.  
Dr. Brown specializes in 
pediatric ophthalmology, adult 

strabismus, and corneal and 
external eye disease at the 
Virginia Eye Institute. 

The Board Elected Hal Gay 
as the new President.  Donald 
Rinehart, PDG, will serve as 
Vice President and Michael 
Oglesby as Secretary. 

Several new faces were 
added to the board—Douglas 
Cross, Gail Gilver, RN, and 
Binoy R. Jani, M.D.  

ODEF welcomes the new 
Executive Committee and Board 
members.  We look forward to 
working with you for another 
successful year. 

Board President Harris Burke presents William and Pat Shattuck with a 
plaque recognizing their efforts during the 2005-2006 year as Eye Bank 
Chairs for District 24-A.. 



9200 Arboretum Parkway, Suite 104 
Richmond, VA 23236 
Phone 804-560-7540 

Old Dominion Eye Foundation, Inc. 

You have the power to donate life and sight! 
Visit www.save7lives.org 

www.odef.org 
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Rustburg 
South Boston 
South Hill 
Tuckahoe 
 
 24-C 
Augusta 
Buena Vista 
Charlottesville Host 
Charlottesville Lioness 
Lake of the Woods 
Madison County 
Orange 
Rivanna 
Stephens City 
Waynesboro 
Winchester Lioness 
Winchester-Shawnee 
Woodrow Wilson Lioness 

24-E 
Bluefield 
Christiansburg 
Ferrum 
Hollins 
Moneta 

Vinton Host 

 
 24-F 
Keokee 
Norton 
St. Charles 
Tazewell 

Old Dominion Eye Foundation is a 
non-profit organization supported 
by the Lions of Virginia.  If you 
would like to make a contribution 
to ODEF please click here. 

Contributions Continued 

ODEF Associate Director  Christina Jenkins and Bill Proctor, ODEF 
Executive Director make a special visit to the General Assembly 
Building to present Senator Janet Howell with a token of 
appreciation on behalf of ODEF and its Board for her support of 
organ, tissue and eye donation in the Commonwealth. 

ODEF Says Thanks 

Check us often as we will update this publication online.   

If you would like to receive an email notification when this publication is updated, please click here 
and enter your information. 


